
Wedding Policy Acknowledgement

As we prepare for our marriage at St. Andrew’s Church, we acknowledge and agree to the 
following policies and expectations. We understand that these guidelines are intended to 
preserve the worshipful nature of the marriage service and to ensure a smooth and joyful 
wedding day. 

Please intial each section and sign the last page.

_____ CEREMONY & REHEARSAL
•	 We understand that our wedding is a service of Christian worship and agree to 

conduct ourselves and our guests accordingly.

•	 We understand that all members of the wedding party are expected to arrive 
on time for both the rehearsal and wedding ceremony.

•	 We understand that the wedding ceremony will begin promptly at the sched-
uled time.

•	 We understand that any lay readers participating in the service should attend 
the rehearsal.

_____ PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY
•	 We will provide our photographer and videographer with St. Andrew’s photog-

raphy guidelines.

•	 We understand that no flash photography or video lighting may be used 
during the wedding ceremony.

•	 We understand that all pre-ceremony photographs must conclude at least 30 
minutes before the ceremony begins.

_____ FLOWERS & DECORATIONS
•	 We understand that flowers are required to be left on the altar as an offering to 

God for use during the church’s weekend worship services.

•	 We understand that no nails, tacks, screws, staples, pins, tape, confetti, rice, 
birdseed, flower petals, or similar materials may be used in or around the 
church facilities.

Bride’s Name ______________________________________

Groom’s Name _____________________________________

Wedding Date _____________________________________
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•	 We understand that all floral and decorating plans are subject to approval by 
St. Andrew’s and that decorations must be completed at least one hour before 
the ceremony.

•	 We understand that no furniture may be moved without prior approval.

_____ MUSIC
•	 We understand that wedding music is subject to approval by St. Andrew’s and 

that we will consult with the appropriate Music Coordinator before making 
final music selections.

_____ CHILDREN
•	 We have reviewed the church’s recommendations regarding young children 

participating in the wedding party and have discussed any exceptions with the 
officiating clergy.

_____ RECEPTIONS & CHURCH FACILITIES
•	 If we are using church facilities for a rehearsal dinner or reception, we under-

stand that the event may not exceed three hours and that all clean-up responsi-
bilities belong to the caterer or designated representatives.

_____ ALCOHOL, DRUGS & SMOKING
•	 We understand that alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, and smoking are prohib-

ited on church property at all times.

•	 We understand that anyone under the influence of alcohol or drugs may not 
participate in the rehearsal or wedding.

•	 We understand that violation of the church’s alcohol or drug policies may 
result in cancellation of the rehearsal or wedding.

_____ PERSONAL PROPERTY
•	 We understand that St. Andrew’s is not responsible for personal belongings left 

in the church or dressing areas.

We understand that failure to comply with these policies may require modification of wed-
ding plans and may result in church staff directing vendors, family members, or wedding par-
ticipants to comply with church policies on the day of the wedding. We understand that any 
hired wedding planner must receive a copy of this agreement along with the instructions for 
decorating the church and photography/videography. We agree to comply with the complete 
policy and information concerning weddings found at StAndrews.Church/Weddings.
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Bride’s Signature  __________________________________________ Date_____________

Groom’s Signature  __________________________________________ Date_____________



Weddings at St. Andrew’s
Instructions for Videographers and Photographers

Because the wedding is a service of Christian worship, distractions during the service are discouraged. 
Photographers should be unseen, unheard, and unnoticed and should dress appropriately, keeping in 
mind that the wedding is a worshipful celebration.

Photographers and Videographers who wish to look at the church and facilities prior to the day of the 
wedding should contact the church office (Office@StAndrews.Church or 843.284.4310). Most requests 
to see the building during working hours can be accommodated.

•	 Photographs may be taken before or after the ceremony in any part of the building. 
The empty, decorated church may be photographed before any guests are seated. Pho-
tos taken before the ceremony must conclude 30 minutes before the marriage ceremo-
ny begins.

•	 No flash photography or video lighting equipment may be used during the ceremony. 
Timed exposures (no flash) may be taken from the rear of the Sanctuary if it can be 
done quietly during the service. Flash photos may be taken of the bridesmaids, ring 
bearer, flower girl, bride and her father as they start down the aisle. These photos 
should be taken within the back half of the nave.

•	 Flash photographs will be permitted as the couple comes down the aisle during the 
recessional. The wedding party may return for photos after wedding guests have de-
parted, if they wish.

•	 Photographs of the bridal party may be taken outside of the church before the ceremo-
ny as long as it does not interfere with or delay the start of the service.

•	 The bridal party may be photographed at the rear of the church before the procession 
begins and as they reach the rear of the church after the ceremony. No flash pictures are 
allowed to be taken during the service by the photographer or guests.

•	 The photographer may shoot from a fixed, unobtrusive position. 

•	 The photographer and videographer may not move about the church at any time 
during the ceremony. A video camera with no artificial lighting may be used in the 
balcony only.

•	 The wedding party may return to the church following the ceremony for additional 
pictures. Pictures should be completed in 30 minutes so the church can be prepared for 
other services.

On the day of the wedding, one of our sextons will make himself known to you. He is very knowledge-
able of everything that will happen before, during, and after the ceremony. Consider him as a resource. 
You may also receive instructions from him about what may or not be appropriate or permitted. Be 
assured that the sexton speaks with the authority of the Rector of St. Andrew’s. Keep in mind that his 
aims are the same as yours - For this wedding to be perfect and for you to capture the best moments 
while maintaining the decorum expected in a worship service.



Weddings at St. Andrew’s
Instructions for Florists

While the amount of floral decorations in the church will naturally vary with each wedding,  
St. Andrew’s encourages simplicity of decoration. 

After the ceremony, the wedding flowers must be left as an offering to God as the flowers will 
be used at the regular Sunday services. Should the wedding take place on Sunday afternoon, 
the flowers should be in place before the 7:45 am Sunday service.

Should more than one wedding take place on a given day or in a weekend, it may be possible 
to coordinate the floral decoration with the other couple.

Additional directions and information concerning decorations:
•	 In the church, there are two stands for the flower arrangements on either side 

of the cross.

•	 Flower arrangements should not be higher than the arms of the cross.

•	 There are church-owned containers that may be used. If interested, contact 
Erin Geiger (EGeiger@StAndrews.Church or 843.284.4302) for photos and 
dimensions.

•	 Please use container liners and not shallow saucers in which to place the ar-
rangements, as the floral foam will have dried by Sunday.

•	 Only fresh flowers are to be used; no artificial flowers are permitted.

•	 Flowers need to be placed where there will be no water damage or other stains. 
No flowers shall be placed on the musical instruments.

•	 No nails, tacks, screws, staples, pins or tape are to be used in any part of the 
building or on any furniture. Only ribbon or specially designed pew clips may 
be used to secure bows or flowers to pew ends.

•	 No furniture shall be moved or rearranged without special permission.

•	 The candles on the altar are the only open flames that may be used. Brass 
stands for covered candles on the end of the pews are available through St. 
Andrew’s. If desired, contact Erin Geiger (EGeiger@StAndrews.Church or 
843.284.4302)

•	 Other than the flowers behind the altar, all decorations, inside and outside, 
must be removed immediately after the service.

•	 If there is a question about the permissibility or appropriateness of any decora-
tion, contact the church office (Office@StAndrews.Church or 843.284.4310).


